EO 23-05

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS COME - GREETINGS:

EXECUTIVE ORDER TO PROHIBIT INDOCTRINATION AND CRITICAL RACE
THEORY IN SCHOOLS

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

Schools must educate, not indoctrinate students; and their education
policies must protect children and prepare them to enter the workforce;

Teachers and school administrators should teach students how to think —
not what to think;

Critical Race Theory (CRT) is antithetical to the traditional American values
of neutrality, equality, and fairness. It emphasizes skin color as a person’s
primary characteristic, thereby resurrecting segregationist values, which
America has fought so hard to reject;

It is the policy of this administration that CRT, discrimination, and
indoctrination have no place in Arkansas classrooms;

Government policies must empower parents to make decisions for their
children and foster curriculum transparency in classrooms across the state;
and

The Constitution of the State of Arkansas and the Constitution of the United
States of America recognize the equal value of every individual, and
provide equal protection under the law, regardless of color, creed, race,
ethnicity, sex, age, marital status, familial status, disability, religion, and
national origin.



NOW, THEREFORE, I, SARAH HUCKABEE SANDERS, acting under the authority
vested in me as the Governor of the State of Arkansas, do hereby order the
following;:

(1) The Secretary of the Department of Education (the “Secretary”) shall
take the following steps to ensure that the Department of Education, its
employees, contractors, guest speakers, and lecturers are in compliance
with Title IV and Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (P.L. 88-352, 78
Stat. 241):

a. Review the rules, regulations, policies, materials, and
communications of the Department of Education to identify any
items that may, purposely or otherwise, promote teaching that
would indoctrinate students with ideologies, such as CRT, that
conflict with the principle of equal protection under the law or
encourage students to discriminate against someone based on the
individual's color, creed, race, ethnicity, sex, age, marital status,
familial status, disability, religion, national origin, or any other
characteristic protected by federal or state law.

b. The Secretary is further instructed that if any items are found to
conflict with the principle of equal protection under the law, then
the Secretary is instructed to amend, annul, or alter those rules,
regulations, policies, materials, or communications to remove the
prohibited indoctrination.

c. Prohibited Indoctrination Defined: No communication by a
public-school employee, public school representative, or guest
speaker shall compel a person to adopt, affirm or profess an idea
in violation of Title IV and Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
(P.L. 88-352, 78 Stat. 241), including that:

i. People of one color, creed, race, ethnicity, sex, age, marital
status, familial status, disability, religion, national origin,
or any other characteristic protected by federal or state law
are inherently superior or inferior to people of another
color, creed, race, ethnicity, sex, age, marital status,
familial status, disability, religion, national origin, or any
other characteristic protected by federal or state law



ii. An individual should be discriminated against or receive
adverse treatment solely or partly because of the
individual’s color, creed, race, ethnicity, sex, age, marital
status, familial status, disability, religion, national origin,
or any other characteristic protected by federal or state
law.

d. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the
discussion of ideas and history of the concepts described in
subsection (c) or shall be construed to prohibit the discussion of
public policy issues of the day and related ideas that individuals
may find unwelcome, disagreeable or offensive.

(2) As it relates to employees, contractors, and guest speakers or lecturers
of the Department of Education, the Secretary is directed to review and
enhance the policies that prevent prohibited indoctrination, including
CRT.

(3) The Secretary shall ensure that no school employee or student shall be
required to attend trainings or orientations based on prohibited
indoctrination or CRT.

This Executive Order shall become effective upon its signing and shall remain in full force
and effect until amended or rescinded by further executive orders.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand and cause the Great Seal of
the State of Arkansas to be affixed this 10th day of January, in the year of
our Lord 2023.

Sarah Huckabee Sanders
Governor of Arkansas



Attest:

John Thurston, Secretary of State



